University of Michigan Law School

University of Michigan Law School Scholarship Repository
Miscellaneous Law School Publications

Law School History and Publications

1956

Research and Study at University of Michigan Law
School for Persons from Other Lands
University of Michigan Law School

Follow this and additional works at: http://repository.law.umich.edu/miscellaneous
Part of the Legal Education Commons
Citation
University of Michigan Law School, "Research and Study at University of Michigan Law School for Persons from Other Lands"
(1956). Miscellaneous Law School Publications.
http://repository.law.umich.edu/miscellaneous/65

This Pamphlet is brought to you for free and open access by the Law School History and Publications at University of Michigan Law School
Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Miscellaneous Law School Publications by an authorized administrator of University of
Michigan Law School Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact mlaw.repository@umich.edu.

KF

Research

292
.M543
A56
. 1956x

THE

85 Graduate Study

for Persons from other .l~an
UNIVERSITY

OF

MICHIGAN

LAW

SCHO

•

I

~s

L

{

'

'

-

T he spacious and convenient
living quarters in the Lawyers Club

WHY DOES THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
LAW SCHOOL MAINTAIN A

PROGRAM

FOR

FOREIGN GRADUATE STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS?
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The Michigan Law School believes that international exchange of students
and scholars is a two-way street. The inquiring minds and searching questions
of the foreign scholar call to our attention inconsistencies and inadequacies in
United States law, and cause us to compare ours with other systems for ideas
which, when transplanted, can make our own legal system more effective. By
the same token, we believe that our legal system contains ideas and institutions
which may be useful to the people of foreign countries. We want to achieve a
critical exchange of ideas.
To the student from a foreign country, we hope to bring an understanding
of Anglo-American law. Our American legal system has its roots in the common
law of England transplanted to this continent. Consequently , we place much
emphasis on the role of the judiciary in law making. But it is difficult to achieve
rapid progress or uniformity when legal principles are developed case by case.
The legislature often acts to create new bodies of law or to change materially
the norms developed by judges. Always serving as an ultimate limitation on
either method of law making is the written constitution, state or federal, circumscribing the power of the legislature or court to act with respect to a
particular problem.
We feel, therefore, that it will be of value for a student from another land
to study our legal system at first hand, and, for an extended period of time, to
inquire whether or not our solutions of human problems are the same as or similar to those of other lands in either verbal formulation or practical application.
The conclusion may be reached that the formulas are stated the same way but
applied differently, that the formulas vary but as applied reach the same conclu~ sion, or that there is little similarity either in formulation or in application. In
some areas, either because of our constitutions or because of industrial or political
development, we have enacted extensive legislation where other nations have not
(e.g. , antitrust legislation, regulation of peaceful uses of atomic energy) ; in
\ other areas we have not acted where others have seen fit to do so (e.g., compulsory health insurance, administrative centralization of police and prosecuting
functions). Foreign study permits conclusions to be drawn as to why there has
not been parallel development and whether or not coverage should be extended
' , or contracted. Problems of international and comparative law, facing us as we
practice our domestic systems, can be most fruitfully worked on as differing
viewpoints are brought together in mutual discussion. Thus, regardless of whether
or not United States law is deemed to be good, fair, questionable, indifferent or
downright bad, we feel there is value in studying it at length under circumstances
where its development and application may be scrutinized accurately and
intensively.
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WHAT DOES THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL
PURPORT TO DO FOR ITS AMERICAN STUDENTS?

No American is admissible to the University of Michigan Law School unless
he has received, with relatively high standing, the degree of Bachelor of Arts or
its equivalent. Almost all persons admitted to law school desire to prepare for
the practice of law. Few are interested in law purely as a matter of general
philosophical education. Law-related cultural subjects are usually to be found in
departments of political science, history and economics in college, or in the
school of business administration. The student presenting a Bachelor of Arts
degree usually has already sampled widely of these courses. Upon graduation
from the Law School, the student wishing to practice law takes a state examination and is admitted to the practice of law, at least in most states, without any
period of state or private apprenticeship being required. Thus the American law
school has to give its students a foundation in legal theory and philosophy, while
at the same time alerting them to the practical problems which the lawyer faces .
Thus the study of law in the United States has much more relation to the law in
application than does the study of law in most other educational systems.
Graduate law programs, at the University of Michigan Law School and
elsewhere, are chiefly useful either to persons who want to teach law or who are
already teaching law, and who want to engage in concentrated research on a
chosen topic and to pursue coursework in the more philosophical branches of law
study, or to persons who intend to practice law but desire additional course work
in areas in which they expect to practice. The former type of student usually
seeks the S.J .D . degree ; the latter seeks the LL.M . only.

HOW CAN I TELL WHETHER OR NOT A

'

.

PERIOD OF

STUDY OR RESEARCH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
LAW SCHOOL WILL BE

USEFUL TO ME?

The person most likely to profit from advanced study at the Law School
is the law teacher. The student from abroad is officially a graduate student in
most instances, and our graduate program best fits the law teacher. If he is a
mature scholar who has taught a number of years and holds the rank of professor, he is able to pursue pure research. Classroom attendance is purely
optional, and he consults with our faculty members as necessary. For the
younger professor, or faculty assistant, enrollment in courses followed by smaller
research projects is usual.
Next in ability to derive advantage from American law study is the lawyer
employed or to be employed in government. He may be a judge, a prosecutor
or procurator, or an official handling legal matters for such organs of government as the ministry of foreign affairs or the ministry of the interior. Almost
always he is in a position where policy decisions are prepared or formulated ,
and usually he is in a position where knowledge of United States law is useful
for background information.
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The lawyer in private practice may be able to utilize a period of study in
the United States if his practice brings him into fields of international law or
international trade; a purely domestic practice is not likely to be furthered by
foreign study, although if there is an inclination toward law teaching or government service the interest in foreign study may be legitimate.
The person who does not intend to teach or practice law should probably
not consider coming to an American law school, but rather should seek admission
to a university graduate school, pursuing graduate work in economics, political
science or business administration. Arrangements can usually be made for concurrent enrollment in specific law school courses in which the student is interested.
In every instance the person contemplating study in the United States
should be sure that his superior, dean, faculty or prospective employer is sympathetic to the idea of foreign study. Some persons have come to the United States
without such approval, and consequently have been penalized in promotion , pay
and placement.
A student from abroad should generally not contemplate taking the regular
undergraduate American law program , but rather should enroll either as a
graduate or as a special student. Since many courses required of LL.B. candidates
are designed for the potential practicing lawyer in the United States, they are
of little value to the foreign student, and there is normally little to be gained in
qualifying for that degree. Moreover, the undergraduate program for a foreign
student would require approximately four years, which makes it impractical in
the usual case. Of course, if he wishes to qualify to practice law in the United
States it is the LL.B. curriculum which he must pursue. United States citizenship is universally a condition of admission to the practice of law before state
and federal courts.
Women are judged by the same standards as men and are admissible
according to standards of professional qualification presented for consideration.
IF I ENROLL AT MICHIGAN.
WHAT SORT OF PROGRAM WILL I PURSUE?

The especially mature scholar will pursue research in his field of major
interest. No formal requirements are imposed upon him in the way of course
work. He may consult with his counterpart faculty members as circumstances
indicate. No teaching is required , though in an appropriate instance a joint
seminar might be offered with a Michigan faculty member. If it seems desirable
for the visiting scholar to attend classes, he may do so without formal registration by arrangement with the professor teaching the course.
Usually, however, the student will enroll as a graduate or special student.
As such, he will elect a course entitled A Survey of American Law, and may take
a minimum amount of additional course elections in his field of special interest.
During his second and later semesters he will elect additional course work in his
area of specialty, and will usually begin an independent research project in a
comparative law area in which he has interest. The results of the research may
be submitted in writing to the faculty member under whom the research is being

6

carried on and a formal mark awarded which may be counted toward applicable
degree requirements. There is no requirement that the results be published, but
no objection whatsoever to publication either in English or another language.
There is no limitation on courses to be elected or field of specialty for research. Very often the course in Constitutional Law is taken , because of the great
importance of federal and state constitutions in United States law. The Survey
course is required of all persons having no prior foundation in the common law
system. Common areas of concentration include constitutional law, administrative
law, antitrust law, law of corporations, law of commercial instruments and obligations, labor law, international law, general comparative law, civil procedure
and evidence, criminal law and procedure, air law, admiralty, atomic energy law,
legislation and conflict of laws.
CAN I OR SHOULD I WORK TOWARD A

DEGREE?

We do not encourage anyone to work for a graduate degree; we discourage
all foreign graduates from working toward the LL.B. degree. There may be,
however, special reasons justifying enrollment in a degree program. An applicant
from a country having common law background (England, Scotland, Ireland ,
Canada, Pakistan, India, New Zealand, Australia, the Philippines) who presents
first class credentials may be considered for a program leading to the degree of
Doctor of the Science of Laws (S.J.D.), or to the Master of Laws degree.
Persons who have had no prior common law training are not permitted to enroll
originally as candidates for the doctorate, but are admissible only to a program
leading to the degree of Master of Laws in Comparative Law or Master of Laws
in International Law (LL.M.).
The S.].D. candidate must normally take work in jurisprudence and comparative law, must select, in consultation with his faculty committee, an area
of research which is relatively unexplored, and must present at the conclusion
of his year in residence a substantial portion of his thesis in completed form. If
these requirements are met, an LL.M. is awarded at the end of the year in
residence. The completed thesis may be submitted at any time within the five
years next succeeding the period of residence, and if accepted and published
the S.J.D. degree will be awarded.
A person whose study has familiarized him with the common law may
qualify for the LL.M. degree by remaining two semesters in residence and
completing a minimum of 24 semester hours of coursework or research with
an average grade of C plus (2.5 on a scale of 4.0) or better. Persons from other
countries must spend a probationary semester, at the conclusion of which they
may be admitted to candidacy for the LL.M. degree. They must then spend
two additional semesters in residence, by the expiration of which they must
receive at least 24 hours of C plus credit. No thesis is required for the LL.M.
degree. Persons who have qualified for the degree of Master of Laws in Comparative Law may in special circumstances, with the express approval of the
Law School Graduate and Research Committee, be permitted to embark on a
doctoral program.
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Anyone completing courses or research projects with passing credit (C, 2.0
on a 4.0 scale) is awarded a suitably engraved certificate of attendance certifying
the nature and extent of work satisfactorily done.
WILL I FIND THE SA M E

M ETHODS OF I NSTRUCTION

AS THOSE TO WH I CH

A M ACCUSTOMED?

l

Law schools in the United States, including the University of Michigan Law
School, do not use the lecture system, but rather use modified forms of the case
system, a Socratic method of instruction developed in this country. From cases,
statutes and other significant materials the student is expected to extract principles which are then tested by application to various actual and hypothetical
fact situations. A considerable amount of preparation is necessary both before
and after class hours, and the student must in effect compile his own text from
his notes following the class periods. Consequently, it will not be possible for
the student from abroad to elect as many courses as he could in his own law
school.
Courses are weighted according to semester hours. A semester hour indicates
one hour spent in class each week of the 16-week semester. There are two
semesters each academic year, one beginning in September and the other in
February. Additional credits may be earned in the special summer session
running from June through the middle of August.
Attendance requirements are much more strict than in most systems of
legal education in other countries. Every student is expected to attend regularly

Interior of Hutchins Hall
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the courses in which he is enrolled. Indeed, the case method of legal study
is effective only when attendance in class is regular.
Examinations are of the problem type, in which the student is given a
hypothetical situation which he must analyze to determine legal problems and
which he must then solve according to the legal principles with which he has
been working. Questions requiring simple restatement of information will not
be asked.
We, of course, recognize language difficulties to the extent that we limit first
semester course elections and permit a longer period of time in which to write
the final examination. However, one must have extremely well developed English
language ability to be able to participate in an American law school graduate
program.

IN WHAT SORT OF SURROUNDINGS WILL I BE WORKING?

The Law School occupies the beautiful W. W. Cook Law Quadrangle, a
gift to legal education by the late William W. Cook, Esq., of the New York
bar, a graduate of the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts with the Class
of 1880 and of the Law School with the Class of 1882. The Quadrangle is
situated on a ten-acre tract immediately south of the central University campus.
It includes several units constructed at different times. The first of these, the
Lawyers Club, was completed in 1924, and the last, Hutchins Hall, was occupied
in 1933. The Lawyers Club contains residence accommodations for 3 53 · men
students. Meals are served in a spacious dining hall; and other facilities are
afforded in a large lounge, a small writing room, and a recreation room. The
Quadrangle does not include quarters for family units.
The largest and most impressive unit in the Quadrangle is the Legal
Research Building. This contains a reading room accommodating about 500
students, together with. study rooms for research work and carrells in the stacks
for graduate students and other advanced specialists.
The last unit to be completed, Hutchins Hall, contains the lecture and
seminar rooms, the administrative and professional offices, a practice courtroom,
a large study hall for students, and a small branch library for special work by
faculty, law review editors, and graduate students.
WILL I HAVE ALL THE MATE~IALS I NEED
AVAILABLE FOR STUDY AND RESEARCH?

Materials for law courses are found in published casebooks which may be
purchased in local bookstores. One should anticipate the expenditure of approximately $25 a semester for books.
The University of Michigan Law Library has one of the largest collections
of legal materials in the United States. It is complete in every phase of American
law, including all cases, appellate briefs, statutes, pre-enactment materials, administrative reports and bulletins, periodicals, treatises, monographs and texts.
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All materials necessary for work in international law are included in the 265,000
volume collection. We maintain extensive collections of foreign law for countries
in Europe, the British Commonwealth of Nations, Mexico, Central and South
America, composed of statutes, reports, treatises, and legal periodicals, and at
least a working collection for most other countries in the world. Sizeable collections of Roman law, ecclesiastical law, military law, criminology and legal
biography are available. In addition there are many other university and departmental libraries containing cognate materials to which all persons registered in
the Law School have access.
Every visiting scholar or foreign graduate student who has extensive and
continuing need for legal materials in the law library collection may be assigned
office or carrell space in the library stacks, from which he has immediate access
to every volume in the collection and to which he may charge the books which
he needs.

CAN I FURTHER MY LEGAL EDUCATION
IN WAYS OTHER THAN CLASSWORK OR RESEARCH?

The Law School stands ready to assist the student from abroad in making
contacts with American lawyers, judges, government officials and businessmen.
In the course of a year the student from abroad may expect the opportunity to
visit federal and state courts, a state legis!_ature, a state governor's office, administrative agencies, bar association offices, prisons and law offices. Sometimes
individual visits are arranged ; at other times groups from the Law School are
formed and transported to the scene of the visit.
Each year the Law School presents the Thomas M . Cooley lectures which
are devoted to scholarly discussions of timely professional topics. It is prescribed that the lecturers shall be mature and outstanding legal scholars, thus
ensuring valuable contributions to legal science; representative topics have
included:
"A Common Lawyer Looks at the Civil Law," by Professor Frederick
Henry Lawson, University of Oxford;
"Selected Topics on the Law of Torts," by Professor William Lloyd
Prosser, of the University of California Law School ;
"Perspectives in Conflicts of Law," by Professor Hessel E. Yntema, of the
University of Michigan Law School; and
"Public Policy and the Dead Hand," by Lewis M. Simes, Floyd R. Mechem
Professor of Law, of the University of Michigan Law School.
During the spring semester a person noted in American life delivers the
William W. Cook Lectures on American Institutions; representative lectures
have been:
"Law, Politics, and Economy," by Walton H. Hamilton of the Washington,
D. C. bar;
"The Pursuit of Happiness," by Howard Mumford Jones, Department of
English, Harvard University ; and
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"Characteristically American," by Ralph Barton Perry, Professor Emeritus,
Department of Philosophy, Harvard University.
The Law School presents several Institutes each year on some phase of law
in which there is much current interest or where immediate change or reform
is needed. Lawyers, teachers and judges from all over the country assemble to
discuss such topics as : The Aims and Methods of Legal Research; International
Law and the United Nations; and Current Problems and Policy Questions of

The Legal Research Building of the Law Quadrangle

Federal Antitrust Laws. In addition several Institutes are held during each year
for practicing lawyers, such as the Annual Advocacy Institutes which have
included timely topics on Techniques in the Presentation and Argument of
Evidence and Problems of Trial Evidence; The Arbitration Process (given in
conjunction with the State Bar of Michigan); and Changes Caused by the
Internal Revenue Code (given in conjunction with the Michigan Law Institute).
All students are welcome and encouraged to attend all these functions . Special
convocations in cognate areas such as business administration, sociology, economics and political science are also open to all law students.
WHERE WILL I LIVE IF I COME TO ANN ARBOR?

We can provide rooms for a number of foreign students at the Lawyers
Club, which forms part of the W. \V. Cook Law Quadrangle. Since most of our
single undergraduate law students live in the Lawyers Club, residence there
presents an unparalleled opportunity to develop friendships and to engage in
informal legal and cultural discussions. All meals are served in the dining hall
of the Club. Application cards may be obtained after admission to graduate
study has been granted.
Some students, because of their age, or for dietary or other personal reasons,
prefer to find quarters in one of the many rooming houses surrounding the
campus. For assistance in obtaining such a room, correspondence should be
directed to Mrs. Kathleen M. Mead, International Center, 603 E. Madison, Ann
Arbor, Michigan.
The Law School itself has no living facilities for women students; their
housing problems are handled through the Office of the Dean of Women. For
information, write Mrs. Elizabeth A. Leslie, Women's League, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.
If no space is available in the Lawyers Club it is imperative that the
student plan to arrive in Ann Arbor before the beginning of orientation week in
order to arrange for housing. There are 21,000 students in Ann Arbor, the
population of which is only 40,000; the demand for private housing is tremendous, and the better accommodations are quickly taken by the diligent.

SHOULD I PLAN TO BRING MY HUSBAND OR WIFE?

We do not encourage any graduate student to bring spouse or family.
A major reason is expense, since family housing is much more difficult to obtain
and expensive to rent than single living quarters, and food expenses increase
correspondingly. The additional travel expense must be taken care of by the
student himself. Unless the spouse is to enroll in another department of the
University, the only visa which may be obtained is a tourist visa, under which
one is absolutely prohibited from working by United States law; consequently,
all expenses must be met by either regular fellowship or scholarship grant or by
funds brought into the United States or sent to the student in dollars.
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There is also less opportunity to get acquainted with Americans where the
spouse accompanies the student, since apartment dwellers tend to live by themselves much more than students living in the Lawyers Club or in rooming houses.
There is also correspondingly Jess time available for professional discussions at
the Law School.
In the event the spouse is to accompany the student, it is imperative that
the student arrive in Ann Arbor not later than September 1, to find housing.
Apartments are expensive and often difficult to find; if the student waits until
school starts he may find himself with no place to live. One should correspond
as soon as possible after admission with Mrs. Kathleen M. Mead, International
Center, 603 E. Madison, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST ME TO L IVE IN ANN

ARBOR

AND ATTEND LAW SCHOOL?

Tuition in the Law School is $2 75 each semester. Books cost approximately
$2 5 per semester. Living costs vary here as well as in the student's home country, but one should plan to have a minimum of $135 a month for room, board,
laundry and incidental expenses. Tuition fees include Uniyersity Health Service
privileges, which reduces or in some cases completely eliminates expenses for
medical care and treatment so far as the student himself is concerned. The
minimum which a married couple should plan to have each month is $250.
Travel costs to and from the United States can be determined by consulting
travel agencies or bureaus in your own country. One-way rail coach class fare
from New York to Ann Arbor is $28.00; from San Francisco to Ann Arbor
$71.00. Any other travel within the United States must be added to basic
expenditures.
Ann Arbor weather includes extremes of heat and cold. Warm winter
clothing should either be brought or purchased in Ann Arbor. Informal dress
is permissible in the classroom.

Some. of the ·volumes published hi the J1ichif,a11 legal p11blicatio11s series
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Complete facilities for classrooms, study and research
are available in the Law Quadrangle

WILL ANYONE BE AVAILABLE TO HELP ME
GET ADJUSTED TO LIFE IN ANN ARBOR?

The Adviser to Foreign Law Students in the Law School, and those with
whom he works, are always available to counsel the student about professional
and personal problems. Field trips of a professional nature are arranged by the
Law School.
For general adjustment problems one may obtain the help of the University
International Center, a campus service institution designed to help all students
from abroad. Services include meeting incoming students at railroad, bus or
airplane terminal; assistance in finding housing; processing of immigration
matters; and arranging visits to industrial plants, points of cultural and scenic
interests and to private homes. Teas, dances and meetings are held weekly at
the Center attended by American and foreign students. Members of the faculty
visit informally with students from abroad. Contact with others from the
student's own country is facilitated. The Center, in short, is concerned with
making students from abroad feel completely at home in Ann Arbor and in the
United States.

WHAT IF I AM CONCERNED ABOUT MY ABILITY
TO SPEAK, READ , WRITE OR UNDERSTAND ENGLISH?

It must be stressed that ability to handle English fluently is an absolute
necessity for successful study of law. There is no common language of law as
there is of mathematics, physics or chemistry, and legal concepts are, in general,
intangible and rooted, in expression at least, in the culture and history of the
nation. Ability to read American periodicals or elementary legal treatises, or to
carry on non-technical conversations in English is not sufficient.
Those persons desiring an intensive course in non-technical English should
consider enrolling in the University of Michigan English Language Institute,
1522 Rackham Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Two-month intensive courses in
spoken English are offered beginning in February, April, June, September and
November of each year. Cost for the two-month period, including tuition, room
and board, is approximately $400. Additional tutorial assistance can be obtained
at an hourly rate after the completion of the basic course. Admission to the
Law School does not carry with it automatic admission to the English Language
Institute, and separate application must be made directly to the latter. In some
cases admission to the Law School may be made to depend on successful
completion of the English Language Institute course.
The International Center also offers free language instruction to foreign
students and their wives, stressing everyday conversation. While this program
cannot directly affect ability to handle legal English, it does facilitate ability to
understand all spoken English, which is valuable in the classroom.
In most instances a reduced program will be taken in the Law School
during the first semester so that language adjustment may more easily be made
by the student.

ARE THERE ANY CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE IN ANN ARBOR?

Each year dozens of distinguished musicians, artists , actors and lecturers
come to Ann Arbor. The University Musical Society presents annual subscription concerts bringing the great musical artists of the world to Hill Auditorium;
a typical year's program includes among others the Toronto, Boston and Cleveland Symphony Orchestras, Artur Rubenstein, the Virtuosi Di Roma, Walter
Gieseking, Nathan Milstein, Myra Hess, Rise Stevens and Zinka Milanov. The
annual May Festival brings an additional array of guest artists to appear
with the Philadelphia Orchestra under Eugene Ormandy. The University Music
School presents over a hundred free concerts and recitals, by students and
faculty, including performances by Robert Noehren, University organist, Percival
Price, University carilloneur, and the Stanley Quartet, the University quartet
in residence. The University Oratorical Society presents an annual lecture series
bringing noted national and world political and literary figures to Ann Arbor
audiences. The University Speech Department presents several plays a year,
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together with three operas in conjunction with the School of Music. Each May
and June a drama festival is held during which leading Broadway actors and
actresses appear at Lydia Mendelssohn Theater in classical and modern plays.
The University Art Museum, housed in Alumni Memorial Hall on campus,
contains a small but distinguished collection of traditional and modern art, and
hosts each year a number of travelling exhibitions from major museums in the
United States.
The University participates in all major and minor intercollegiate sports,
including football, basketball, baseball, hockey, swimming and track. Students
are admitted to all home sports events without charge or at minimum rates.

WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO BE ADMITTED TO GRADUATE
LAW STUDY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MlCHIGAN LAW SCHOOL?

One should correspond with the Adviser to Foreign Law Students, University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, who will supply an
application blank upon request. The application form should be completely filled
-0ut in English in ink or typewriting and returned t o the Adviser to Foreign
Law Students accompanied by certified official transcripts of college and law
school credits, and a certificate of admission to the practice of law, if any. A
person engaged in law teaching or government service should supply a certificate
from his dean or superior indicating the position held by the applicant. Each
applicant must procure three letters of recommendation from persons who know
him in a teaching or professional capacity; the letters must be sent directly from
the writer to the Adviser to Foreign Law Students. Wherever possible the
applicant should take the Robert Lado English Proficiency Test, information
concerning which may be secured either from the cultural attache at the
United States embassy or legation in the applicant's home country, the local
United States Information Agency office or cultural center, the English Language
Institute or the Adviser to Foreign Law Students at the Law School. One should
score at least in the ninety percentile group on the Lado test. The Readers
Digest test, occasionally administered, is not an accurat e indication of ability to
handle legal English. In doubtful cases the Law School may require that the
Lado test be taken. Time and place of administration of the test will be arranged
specifically.
The completed application should be in the hands of the Adviser to Foreign
Law Students not later than February 1 of the year in which matriculation is
to begin, unless special arrangements are made for some other date.
If the credentials submitted indicate completion of law work with a superior
record indicating likelihood of successful law study in the United Stat es, a
certificate of admission to the Law School will be issued. It should be understood, however, that admission to graduate study of law is a privilege and not
a right, granted only after a careful scrutiny of all documents submitted and
not as a matter of course.

CAN I SECURE ANY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO FACILITATE
MY STUDY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL?

The Law School has each year a number of fellowships made available
through the generosity of the Ford Foundation and the W . W. Cook Endowment
Fund. Each fellowship pays tuition and $150 a month in the case of the regular
graduate student; mature scholars may in the discretion of the Law School
Graduate and Research Committee receive somewhat more for maintenance.
All fellowships are competitively awarded without reference t o geographical area.
Except in very unusual cases fellowships are awarded first t o those who are or
will be engaged in law teaching or legal research, or to those who are or will be
occupied in government or judicial service. No fellowship will be awarded to a
person who does not intend a career in law or law teaching. No award is made
to one who does not plan to return to his home count ry. The amount of the
stipend may be reduced to take account of dollar funds which the person has
available to bring with him; ability to carry part of the expense of study in the

United States is a favorable factor in the evaluation of a fellowship application,
though by no means a controlling one.
An applicant should also investigate the possibility of a Fulbright or
Smith-Mundt or other United States government grant to facilitate study in the
United States. Information may be obtained at the United States embassy or
legation in the home country or at any United States Information Agency office
or center.
Information concerning financial grants not administered by the United
States government or the Law School can be obtained by writing the Institute
of International Education, 1 East 6 7th Street , New York 21, New York.
A person receiving a scholarship from his own government will be given the
utmost attention for admission purposes , since the Law School is anxious to
cooperate with official exchange and scholarship programs of the United States
and of other nations.
The applicant should never expect to receive financial aid not promised in
writing before arrival. Our scholarship funds are limited, and we will commit
ourselves to a fellowship, if one is t o be awarded, well in advance of the student's
projected date of arrival. Disregard any statements which any other person may
make about the possibility of Law School or University aid to be granted after
arrival. Nor can one assume that it is possible to obtain funds by outside work
to finance a period of law school study. A person who does not receive a law
school, United States government or home government scholarship or fellowship
is eligible only for a student visa. No student visa is to be issued without a
showing of dollar resources sufficient to sustain the entrant during a full academic
program. Only after the first semester in residence can work permits be obtained,
and then only on a special showing and for a very limited number of hours a
week. Nor are remunerative jobs readily available for students, American or
foreign.

IS IT POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN TRAVEL FUNDS
TO AND FROM ANN ARBOR?

The Law School has no funds which can be granted to defray travel
expenses, either to and from the United States or within the United States. Nor
does it have any administrative influence through which government or private
agencies can be persuaded to assist in travel.
However, wherever possible we try to notify the student of his admission to
graduate study or of an award of a fellowship in sufficient time so that he can
make application to United States authorities for a Fulbright or Smith-Mundt
travel grant. In every instance a letter of admission or award of fellowship is
sent the student to support his travel grant application. While there is no guarantee that a travel grant will be forthcoming, in a gratifying number of cases
such grants have been made. Those on full United States government grants will
of course have their travel expenses taken care of.
In most instances it is possible for the student to purchase in his own
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currency round trip travel to and from the United States, and on occasion,
according to his government's currency regulations, enough to cover rail or bus
travel from the port of entry to Ann Arbor.

WHAT SORT OF VISA SHOULD I TRY TO SECURE?

Under the law the type of visa issued is to be determined by the United
States embassy or legation in the country issuing the student 's passport. Occasionally an immigrant visa is obtained which gives the student the option of
staying within the United States permanently and of working while here. It
should be remembered, however, that no fellowship is awarded to one who
does not intend to return to his home country to practice or teach law. Immigrant
visas are available only when the visa quota for the country permits. Usually the
visa will be of the non-immigrant type, particularly the exchange visitor visa or
the student visa. Persons receiving United States government, home government
or Law School fellowships will normally be given exchange visitor visas; the
Law School will send an appropriate admission form whenever a Law School
fellowship is awarded. Students coming on their own resources will receive a
student visa; the Law School will supply the required Immigration and Naturali-·
zation Service Form I-20 which the student may present to United States Embassy officials. Under no circumstances should a student come under a tourist
visa. Upon a showing of his student status he can obtain a student visa without
difficulty.
Upon arrival in Ann Arbor the student should report without delay to Mr.
Robert B. Klinger at the International Center and indicate his visa status . Mr.·
Klinger is available at all times to counsel foreign students on immigration
matters.

WHEN SHOULD I PLAN TO ARRIVE IN ANN ARBOR?

Except in unusual cases the student should plan to arrive in time for the
beginning of the fall semester orientation week, falling in the middle of Septem-·
ber. The exact date for the coming academic year can be determined from the
copy of the Law School Announcement which accompanies this bulletin. The
orientation program for foreign students, and the special survey course in
American law are available only during the first semester of the academic year.
It is much easier to arrange a satisfactory program of course elections by
conforming to the academic year schedule. Living accommodations are more
readily available in advance of the first semester than at any other time. If
instruction in the English Language Institute is desired, one should plan to
arrive by June 1 and to enroll in the language program. This program ends in
time for fall semester enrollment in the Law School. In special circumstances,
however, initial registration in the Law School may be permitted either in February or June.

Upon acceptance the student will be sent a copy of the official University
health examination form which is to be completed by the student and his physician in English and returned directly to the l;niversity of Michigan Health
Service, 207 Fletcher Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Registration will not be
permitted until this form has been completed and returned. In most cases the
data required may be secured at the same time the physical examination for visa
purposes is undergone.
WHAT I F

I HAVE ANY OTHER QUESTIONS

NOT ALREADY ANSWERED?

Write at any time to the Adviser to Foreign Law Students, 1.;niversity of
Michigan Law School, Hutchins Hall, Ann Arbor, Michigan, setting forth your
problem. An air mail answer will be sent.
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